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of his being free to marry her. But Mary Stuart
chose to defy public opinion. Bothwell actually
had a wife, whom he loved, and whom he told
his friends he really preferred to the Queen. But
he was ambitious, and he knew that Mary would
agree to what he wished. He divorced his wife,
pretended to carry Mary off against her will, and
went through a form of marriage with her.
The effect in Scotland was terrific. The whole
country was horrified. The Scottish lords at once
rose in rebellion and proclaimed war against
Mary. Even now Elizabeth stood by royalty,
and sent her envoy to tell the lords she did not
approve of revolt against their sovereign. But
the Scots had made up their minds; Mary had
gone too far; they would no longer have her as
Queen. They marched against her. She and
Bothwell, who commanded her little army, were
totally defeated. Bothwell fled abroad, and died
there; Mary was captured, and sent as prisoner
to Loch Leven.
We know what happened. Mary escaped from
her prison, fought one last desperate battle, lost,
and fled. Had she gone to France Elizabeth
would have had a different set of problems to
face, for we cannot doubt Mary would then have
struggled, with French help, to win both Scotland
and England.
But Mary fled, not across the sea but across the
Border; and at once Elizabeth was in an awkward
position. We think of what really followed, aird